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January 20, Wednesday. The President's first season's
reception last evening was one of the pleasantest of these
gatherings I have ever been at, and was generally attended
by the officials of the Army, Navy, and Civil Service.
Grant was not there, not was any one of his staff. Only
a few of the opposition Members came. Some sense of
shame restrains them.

January 21, Thursday. Attorney-General Evarts gave
last evening a reception. It was extremely crowded. A
multitude of Members of Congress were there who were
not at the President's the preceding evening. I was pre-
sent for a short time, but it was so uncomfortably close
and crowded that I left early.

January 22, Friday. Our reception last evening was
very pleasant, and the guests professed and seemed to be
highly pleased. We have never permitted party differ-
ences to influence us in the invitations which we send out,
but some of the carpet-baggers and scalawags we did not
ask. Van Wyck, a New York Representative, was not
invited, because, whatever his position, he is a base and
untruthful man with whom I want no association, yet
the fellow had the impudence to intrude himself. General
Grant, having through his aide, Badeau, given public notice
through the press that he would not attend a dinner given
to Mr. Evarts in New York if I and certain others who wit-
nessed his equivocation and humiliation when [he was]
questioned by the President and he attempted to justify
and apologize for his treachery, duplicity, and falsehood
[were present],, I would not permit myself to invite him,
although he is President-elect, and although I am always
disposed to treat with attention honorable and truthful
public men in official stations, whatever may be their
opinions. I should, as a matter of duty, extend to him the
courtesies and civilities due to the President-elect, what-
ever might be my own qpinions and convictions of him